
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camper & Staff  

Reflections on Session 1 2024 



A Note from the Camp Director Jud Millar: 
Hello Stone Mountain Adventure (SMA) 
Family! Wow, can you believe it? The 
summer of 2024 has come and gone in 
the blink of an eye, and what an 
incredible season it was! Celebrating 
our 41st summer, SMA has once again 
delivered an unforgettable experience, 
and we are absolutely thrilled with how 
everything unfolded. It feels like just 
yesterday we were gearing up – dusting 
off the canoes, tuning up the mountain 
bikes, and getting ready for another 
amazing camp season. Now, as we look 
back, the memories from this summer 
etched in the history books. Even as 
August continues, we find ourselves 
reminiscing and saying things like, 
“Remember that time in the first 
session? That was awesome!” We truly 
had a blast! 

Campers, We miss you all dearly. It feels so weird to have the cabins empty and camp is 
just not the same without your energy and enthusiasm. We hope you’ve has a fantastic end 
to your summer and have had the time to recharge from the whirlwind of camp life.  

Parents, a heartfelt thank you for entrusting us with your wonderful children. The SMA 
Summer of 2024 was filled with remarkable individuals who made this summer truly 
special. We will cherish forever.  

On the final full day of camp, we took sometime for reflection and we asked each camper 
to share their thoughts about their SMA adventure. We’ve compiled their heartfelt 
reflections along with a brief overview of the activities we enjoyed, all thanks to our 
outstanding staff. We hope you find joy in this SMA Memory book and the reflections within, 
just as much as we have.  

Wishing you all the best for the school year ahead! 

Warmest regards, 

Jud, Anne, Wyatt, Molly, Pam, Biff, Comet, Jack, Piggy, the cats, the Horses, the Rabbits, 
and all the other wonderful farm friends! 



Camper reflections from SMA Session 1, Summer 2024 
Elizabeth Kerouac 

I would think that for my first time at SMA, it was amazing. I met so many cool people. My 
personal favorite activity was the rock climbing overnight. We went rock climbing, caving 
and exploring. All of the rock masters were amazing which included Kai, Rosie, Ulysse, 
Lorenzo and myself. I made some fun memories with the people in my cabin. I would say I 
also made friends with people from other cabins like Boomer, Ulysse, Aaron, Josh, Joey, 
Tristan, Spiffy, Quinto, Liam, Christian, Jacob,Mylen and Lonnie. The counselors and staff 
were so wonderful. I would say my favorite was probably Jordan but Nate, Laura, Josie, 
Watson and Trey were close to Jordan’s really funny and great personality. White water 
rafting was fun. I was in the USS Crawdaddy which was by far the best boat. I tried 
volleyball and I think I definitely want to try out for the volleyball team now. I heard I was 
good so who knows, I could have a future with it. Also the canoeing overnight was amazing. 
Surprisingly, all the food was really good. Rollerblading was also fun. Overall, this place is 

absolutely amazing. I definitely want to come back next year and I’ll probably want to stay 
for two sessions. I’m going to miss this very much but I have a lot to look forward to next 
year! 

 



Kiara Weber 

As a first year camper, I had a really fun time. I really enjoyed the wake overnight, eating at 
Sheetz for the first time and laundry day. Even though I fell ten times at roller skating, I still 
had a fun time. I made over 12 friendship bracelets and still didn’t get to make all the ones I 
wanted to. I learnt how to jump on the wakeboard and face planted really hard. I made 
really good friends and I’m hoping to stay close with them by keeping in touch. Overall, I 
had a really great time and found two new favorite stores which are Sheetz and Walmart. 

 

 

Lilah Campbell 

This session at camp was so much fun and I can’t believe it is already coming to an end. I 
really loved when we went disco roller skating even though I fell down ten times. I still had 
so much fun. When we went white water rafting I had one of the best times ever trying to get 
unstuck and singing ‘row row row your boat’ to get us out of every situation we got stuck in. I 
also loved all of the counselors and the campers. They were all so kind and we bonded over 
so many things. I will miss SMA so much but am super excited to come back next year and 
do it all over again. 

 



Cleo Bommenel 

My favorite activity is wake boat fun. It isn’t easy but it’s good. The wake boat overnight was 
very good but there were so many bugs in the tent and on the boat in the morning I was very 
cold. I also liked the art studio because I made so many bracelets. I really liked disco roller 
skating because in France I don’t rollerskate. In the camp I liked every activity! This camp 
was a good experience for me. 

 

Mikayla Kalaau  

What I really enjoyed about camp was that I got to meet new people and try new activities 
that I never tried. My favorite parts of camp were the overnights, going on the boat and I 
enjoyed evening meeting activities. Something that I wish I did while I was at camp is 
become friends more with people from other bunks. I liked getting to go white water rafting 
and becoming friends with the counselors. I had fun but I do want other people from 
session one to be on session two but I’m excited to meet new people in Rothrock. I liked 
the activities and being able to be with new people. I am looking forward to session two and 
coming back next year. 

 

 

Molly Rose “Rosie” Scott 

My favorite part of camp was the rock climbing overnight because it was really beautiful 
there and there were a bunch of cool insects. I also loved the art studio because it was very 
relaxing. I also made some friends and the girls in my cabin are really nice and just really 
cool in general so I’d like to thank them for being super nice. I’d also like to thank my 
counselors for being awesome       

 

Bridget Washburn  

I have had an amazing time here at SMA. I love all of the animals. Water Skiing was so much 
fun and I finally figured out how to do jumps. I also loved art studio because we could make 
basically whatever we wanted. The food here was also amazing, especially near the end of 
the session. Overall this camp is amazing and I definitely want to come back.  

 

Zoey Kastner 



I loved spending my time at SMA and it has been a great experience so far. My favorite 
activity had to be wake boat fun and sup and sail. I thought that the cabins would be so bad 
when I came here and snakes and bugs would eat me alive when I slept. I loved everything 
about this camp and I would most likely come next year. One thing I would change is how 
much time we have in power hour because it takes me a long time to take a shower 

because of my hair (it’s a lot to manage). I loved dance parties and van rides that are so fun 
you wish the car ride would never end. I can’t wait to meet the new people coming to the 
next session. 

 

Claire Herdman 

Camp was absolutely amazing! I met so many new people and created so many new 
bonds. Art studio was always a blast. Dressing up in bunk junk was always fun but 
definitely embarrassing. My favorite evening activities were definitely the dance, talent 
show and ice cream night. My favorite day time activities were art studio and other stuff I 
can’t remember. The wake overnight was definitely my favorite. Bridget put rocks in the 
boys pillows and it was amazing payback. I met so many new people from around the world 
and it was a really awesome experience. The counselors and people were all the best. I 



can’t remember any person who couldn’t put a smile on my face. Jack was my favorite 
animal here. 

 

Maddie Nielson 

Session 1 2024 of SMA has been one of my favorites out of my four years here. This was my 
first year in Mattawana which brought much more fun to my time here with traditions and a 
close knit group of amazing girls that I love so much. This was my fourth year at SMA which 
meant I had a group of friends that I already knew here but one of my favorite parts of camp 

is getting to know new people. I loved all of the activities here but I especially loved being 
on the boat for wake masters and the amazing campers and counselors. Another of my 
favorite parts of camp has always been evening activities, whether that's bunk junk, roller 
skating or my favorite - the talent show. SMA is such a special place and I’m so lucky that I 
get to spend my summers here.  

 

Leela Johnson 

For the past four years, this camp has felt like home but it’s not until this year that I have 
realized how much it really means to me. I have grown up here from when I was 12 to now 



15 and admittedly I took it for granted. Wake masters, hiking, friends, my cabin, overnights 
and the counselors make this place insanely special. The friendships I make here will last a 
lifetime and even if they don’t they were worth making. Camp changes people and brings 
people out of their shells. It has changed me by bringing maturity and a voice into my 
everyday life. As a fourth year, I feel the need to be a role model for the first years which has 
given me responsibility and social skills. Being in Mattawana has been an experience I will 
never forget. Being in a cabin with my best friends has created a bond for life and I can’t 
imagine my life without them. Between the heartfelt moments and the light hearted ones, 
me and my cabin have had the best two weeks imaginable. Through the drama and tough 
ones, I know I can always count on them. Every single person here has a special place in 
my heart, no matter how close we are. What ties us together was that we came to this 
special camp to live the experience of a lifetime. SMA will always have my heart and I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.  

Madds Corcoran 

Coming into this year I was nervous because the majority of my friends were not coming 
back but turns out I had nothing to be worried about! This session I had the ability to make 
so many new friends and meet so many new counselors. Every year I come into camp 
wondering if I will return next year but after this session I know I will be coming back. I had 
such an amazing time wakeboarding and being on the boat at SMA. I can’t wait to come 
back next year and make so many more memories       



 

Zefora/Lonnie Rapaport 

SMA this session has been amazing. From first day name games with our crews to all day 
wake masters. Being a fifth year I have enjoyed carrying on traditions from years before. I 
have made so many friends who I can’t wait to talk to again. This camp is so meaningful 
and I hope to come back soon       

 

Hannah Goldberg 

After going to camp here for three years, it has been a place I look forward to coming to 
every year. The friends I made will hopefully last forever. Seeing new kids come in and 
getting to help them love it just as much as I do is one of my favorite things about camp. I 
hope I can come back next year but if I can’t I will always appreciate the memories. 

 

Sonya Waller 

This year was my fourth summer at SMA. To think it might be my last year is really upsetting. 
There is no place on earth like this and if you come here you won’t regret it. My favorite 
activity throughout my years has been water skiing. Some other activities I enjoy are 



overnights and volleyball. My favorite part about camp though is that I have met people I 
know will be my friends as long as I live. The bonds I have made at camp are unmatched to 
any other friendships and I am forever grateful to this place for that. Come to SMA you 
won’t regret it. 

Aaron  

Overall, I enjoyed camp. One of my favorite activities was the rock climbing overnight. I 
enjoyed walking on the boulders and exploring all the nooks and crannies on the rocks. The 
caving was also fun although I am a bit claustrophobic. I also enjoyed the canoeing 
overnight although it was kind of annoying getting stuck on the rocks. The hiking activities 
were also kind of fun. The views from the tops of the mountains we walked up were really 
beautiful. The Balanced Rock hike was probably one of the best hikes I’ve ever been on 
although I got absolutely drenched. 

 

Jacob Boomer 

The best part about SMA session 1 would probably have to be the wake boat. I successfully 
got up on the wakeboard, knee board and water board. By water board I mean belly 
whomping. I made a new group of friends both in and out of my cabin. Disco roller skating 



was my favorite evening activity. I did not fall and my outfit was totally the best. I definitely 
had the best boat name for white water rafting - the USS Crawdaddys. The talent show was 
full of exciting and funny acts and I was able to show off my drumming skills. I have 
discovered the glory of Sheetz and it is definitely a close second to Wawa. All in all my time 
at SMA has been incredible and next summer I plan on returning. 

 

Ryker Wong 

My favorite activity was sup n sail because of the magic carpet. The magic carpet is a 
floating mat that you can wrestle on. My favorite memory was wrestling Bridget because I 
won despite the height difference. 

 

 

Lorenzo Maciel  

My favorite activity was definitely mountain biking, which I was not able to do a lot of. I 
really enjoyed rockmasters as well as all the water related activities. The activities I got to 
do were rock climbing, mountain biking, wake boat fun, overnights, and sup and sail. The 



evening activities have been very fun, but they feel like they came earlier than they did last 
year.  

 

Christian Holder 

This session was fun. I caught fish and played games. I love my boyfriend Henry who taught 
me how to love again. We shared a popsicle. 

 

Quinto Weber 

Session 1 of SMA 2024 was my first ever camp experience. I came here with no 
expectations and interest but in the end I’m glad I came. This camp did a great job of 
disconnecting me from the ‘real world’. During my time at SMA, I had the most fun on the 
wake boat, at disco rollerblading, power hour of freedom and all camp day. If I come back 
or go to another camp, I would like to put in more effort, stop being lazy and talk to more 
people.  

 

Mylen Sutton 

This first session was very fun. I got to make so many new friends and meet so many 
different people. They were all mostly from different parts of the world. My favorite day was 
white water rafting day. I got launched into the water by Chase and pulled a couple of 
people in the water too. Overall, this was a summer to remember and I can’t wait for 
session 2. 

 

Josh Crook 

On the first day I was welcomed by a rush of happy counselor faces and I was nervous but 
then as the days went on I made some great friends that I will never forget. The activities I 
did were rock climbing, mountain biking, white water rafting and many more. It’s sad it’s 
over but I can’t wait for next year. 

Liam Kenney 

Before camp started I was nervous but when I stepped foot into SMA I was greeted by 
friendly counselors and kids here. After these last two weeks of fun and friendship I will 
truly miss the great people here after one session. 

 



Tristan Durham  

I had a lot of fun and I will come back next year. I had a lot of fun with Crow’s Nest. I had the 
most fun with Spiffy, Joey, Liam, and Lorenzo. My favorite part of camp was Sup and Sail. 

 

Joe MC 

The first day we went swimming it was fun-ish. I went to multiple overnights and wake 
overnight was the best one. I kneeboarded and wake boarded. I did mountain biking on 

multiple different trails which was fun. I swam a lot and did many other things. 

 

Sam Fialky 

This is my 4th year at camp. It happened to be my first year without a large group of my 
friends who were with me my first three years. Camp felt strange with this extremely small 
group of people the first four days; nevertheless; I stayed hopeful. That feeling didn’t 
change by the 5th day so I decided to reflect. It then occurred to me that camp truly was 
different. This didn’t mean for the worse though. This being my final year, I started enjoying 



the moment more and truly appreciating how special this camp is. I am going to miss this 
camp very much but I’m glad I got to enjoy it while it lasted.  

 

Salvatore Maciel 

I really enjoyed this session. The activities were really fun. I am excited for session two. 

 

Cavan King 

During session one my favorite activity wass mountain biking with Henry. Some other 
activities that I enjoyed were roller skating, Sheetx, laundry, kickball, the dance, making 
new friends and fishing. I loved playing four square volleyball with friends and the campers 
to counselors basketball game! One of my favorite memories was watching the fireworks. 

 

Henry Parish  

This year at camp it was really different than my first 3 years. A lot of my camp friends were 
not coming back so I was a little hesitant. The start was a little bit boring but then once I got 



comfortable it was so much fun. I really enjoyed mountain biking and being on the lake. I 
hope I can come back next year.  

 

Orion Kaspar 

This was my third year at SMA and it was interesting to see SMA from this new perspective 
as one of the older campers. I had fun engaging with campers I had grown alongside for the 
last couple of years and loved meeting some of the new campers. This session was a little 
rocky but I have never regretted coming to SMA before and that streak has continued this 
year. Peace out. 

 

Kai Kalandaria 

I loved the Bilger’s rocks overnight, the chimney climb was awesome and there was a giant 
shaped tree that looked like it was from a video game. Part of it was in such a way that we 
were able to anchor our ropes to it. 

 

 

 

Robbie Judd 



This camp session was amazing. It’s my first time at camp and this group of people, 
campers and counselors, are some of the funniest and most fun people to be around. Van 
rides with Trey on aux, Furnace traditions, jokes at Sheetz - it’s all been amazing. The rock 
climbing overnight was so much fun; caving, climbing and more with some of my best 
friends at camp. I loved the wake boat and just talking and playing lawn games with friends. 
I’m staying for the next session as well and hope it is just as good. Competitive games like 
kickball were so much fun. I can’t wait for the next session! 

 

Jacob Ross  

Camp this session was extremely fun. I participated in almost every activity that was 
offered and tried many new things. For example, on rock climbing overnight not only did I 
get to improve my confidence with big dynos on the rocks but I also got to try caving which 
was super fun. There were some really tight squeezes that I had to inhale to make it 
through. We found a bunch of caves to crawl through and it was definitely one of my 
favorite days. Another new thing I tried this year was kneeboarding. Besides some rather 
painful falls I had lots of fun riding the wake and (almost) landing jumps. My favorite day 
was probably the Yough day this session. I was on the most efficient raft I’ve ever had. With 
only one major mishap we cleared the river easily. The water was the lowest I have ever 
seen it which makes how few rocks we actually got stuck on even more impressive. Another 



highlight for me was the talent show. I really enjoyed “singing” with the Furnace boys. 
Overall this was easily one of my favorite sessions and I am so excited for the next session! 

 

Nate Costa 

For session one, I had many enjoyable moments. White water rafting was definitely a 
highlight and so were the overnights. The sup n sail overnight was very chill and relaxed and 
on the rock climbing overnight we ended up doing a lot of caving which was a completely 
new and fun experience. I also ended up enjoying invention convention where I ended up 
leading my group through a decently funny skit. I spent a lot of time playing sports with my 
new groups of friends such as volleyball, basketball, ultimate frisbee and four square 
volleyball. The assortment of night time activities such as going out for ice cream and going 
disco roller skating were also fun. Overall I definitely enjoyed my first session at SMA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Counselor reflections from SMA Session 1, Summer 2024 
Trey Niccolini 

What can I even say about this place? This camp has my heart and it has been a privilege to 
return as a counselor. I have had a great time getting to know all the campers and lead 
them through their days. One of my favorite memories was the Yough where I was able to 
captain my amazing crew “The Crawdaddies:. We had a great time floating down the river, 
singing songs and chanting as we paddled. Unfortunately, we did have a run in with some 
river pirates where we fought valiantly but eventually we were taken down. Aside from that 
we had a couple campers fall in rather nonchalantly. Another highlight was bunk captaining 
Furnace and seeing them get closer and be leaders for the camp. Furnace was and will 
always be my cabin. Furnace on top, Furnace forever. 

 

Mollie Bruce 

The last two weeks have gone both really fast but at the same time, the things we did in 
week one feel like they happened a month ago. It definitely took me a few days to find my 
groove and get used to certain camp features as this is my first time ever as a camp 
counselor but I am already so settled in and have become immune to most of the bugs 



(except spiders obviously). I’ve spent a lot of mornings in the art studio which I’ve loved 
because in such a busy, action packed camp it can be really nice to sit and be creative 
whilst chatting with campers. I’ve really struggled with the idea of canoeing as it is 
something I definitely struggle with. I’ve been on one canoe trip this session but I had Laura 
to guide me and she was the best so it ended up being enjoyable. I’m definitely proud I gave 
it a go and can now say I’ve done it more than once since arriving here. Surprisingly, the 
white water rafting I did enjoy despite being insanely nervous but again, having Chase in my 
boat as a guide really helped. It was definitely a session highlight because everyone got to 
be together all day and we got a McDonald’s breakfast. The campers this session have 
been a great bunch and I’m sad so many of them won;t be here next session but I definitely 
feel better equipped to meet the new ones! 

 

Max Oettl 

The first two weeks were awesome. I especially enjoyed all the mountain biking and 
swimming activities like white water rafting and volleyball and swim. My favorite evening 
activity was the talent show. I enjoyed spending time with the kids in Furnace and Crow’s 
Nest like Nate, Henry, Cavan, Josh and Mylen. I loved the bagel and donut morning because 
I ate like three donuts that day. The biggest challenge was to jump on the mountain bike 
without falling. I flew off a lot in these two weeks. I learned a lot about myself and how 



important it is to enjoy the moment because time can go by so fast. Thank you for all the 
good memories with all of you. 

 

Kim Schnalke  

This was the first session of my second summer as a counselor and I loved it. The staff 
team this summer is the best one I’ve ever had. Everyone is so nice and funny and I love 
every single counselor. We bonded a lot during staff training and even more during the first 
session. I’m so excited about how it’s going to be in the next three sessions. This session 
was very fun because as a returning counselor I already know how everything works at SMA 
and how to make the best out of it. I think that makes it a lot easier. I enjoyed this session a 
lot because I got to do all the activities again, especially being on the boat. I love the boat. 
It’s sad that I don’t have lakes at home, that’s why I appreciate being a wakemaster here 
even more. It was one of the main reasons why I came back. It’s so much fun to spend time 
on the lake and teaching kids how to wakeboard. Tubing is also a highlight. A lowlight was 
when the boat broke but luckily Jud managed to bribe the people to fix the boat within a few 
days. I also loved white water rafting this session even though the water was pretty low. 
First we got stuck a lot but after we started singing a boat song we didn’t get stuck anymore. 
And my raft even won the race. I really enjoyed that day but I also try to enjoy every other 
moment because I’m not sure if I can come back next summer so I need to make the best 
memories now. This session was a great start and I hope the next session will be as fun as 
this one. All the campers were great and I’ll miss them a lot. A highlight was definitely the 
talent show. Many funny acts and beautiful singing. I love making memories like that. I’m 
excited for the next sessions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amy Roebuck 

Session one at SMA was my first ever experience as a camp counselor and although at 
times I felt challenged, I still had an amazing experience! I have really enjoyed getting to 
know the kids as well as also building connections with the other staff members. Getting to 
try new things has been awesome and I’m thankful that I had a great group of staff and 
campers to enjoy them with. ЮI was terrified for white water rafting day, however I soon 

found it to be so much fun and I can’t wait to do it again! I can’t wait to see what the rest of 
the summer brings! 

 

Nine Pradal 

This was my first session as a counselor after being a camper for four summers ten years 
ago. The transition was at first weird, especially sleeping in the Q! Being a counselor is my 
favorite job ever! I loved meeting all the kids, I had so much fun doing activities with them, 
especially disc golf and impromptu hiking! I was so happy to see that this place is still as 
magical as before. The bonds you create and the friends you make will stay forever. 

 

 



Jordan 

As session one comes to an end, the thing that sticks out to me the most is how many 
returning campers there were. The returners set an amazing tone for session one and 
therefore it was an amazing session for staff and campers alike. With anything, there were 
challenges and some conflict but everyone came out better for it on the other side. Fun 
times were had with rafting and climbing and jokes and riddles shared so overall it has been 
as successful a session as it could have been with an amazing group. 

 

Palma Price 

Session one was absolutely amazing! I felt so lucky to be back even for a short time. To 
have time on the boat, play sports, go on evening activities, white water rafting, laugh, learn 
and play. It was a surprise to see such a small group of campers for session one but the 
dynamic was incredible. Older/returning campers did such an amazing job this session 
helping the younger/first years and it helped that the newcomers quickly assimilated to the 
SMA dynamic and got ‘the vibe’. This dynamic was mimicked in the staff team also. This 
session wasn’t without its challenges; rainy days and technical issues cropped up but I 
think the campers and the team handled those challenges and they ended up enriching our 
session (rainy days became rainy dancy parties). We were so lucky to have such a great 
group of kids to work through these problems with. This was my first session doing service 
projects as a staff member and I have to say, I had a great time clearing out the bike trails 
over at Allegrippis! I think it’s so cool that former campers have taken over those trails and 
it was very nice to meet them on that activity. I’m devastated to have left early, my time at 
SMA this summer feels unfinished but I leave having full faith that the 2024 team is going to 
have an amazing summer and make camp an amazing place for the campers! I saw so 
much growth in myself and my co-counselors over such a short amount of time, and once 
again the old song rings true; oh those summer days, changed me in so many ways. I 
always leave SMA changed for the better, and this year was no exception. Every person at 
session one taught me something about myself and all worked together to bring out the 
very best version of me, although I doubt they know they did this for me. This session was 
hard (are they ever easy?) but it was also so so so good. Being a returning counselor is such 
a gift; I hope this won’t be my last session as a returner. 

 

 

 

 

 



Zoey Plew-Smeehuyzen 

Session one was great. I was nervous going into it as getting to know new people can be 
challenging. Turns out the people I was most nervous of, I ended up building a great 
relationship with. White water rafting was such a fun day. I was so nervous but it was epic. I 

loved the people in my raft. Best birthday ever! Session one will hold a special place in my 
heart. It is when I discovered how much I love this place and the people. I’m looking 
forward to session 2 and continuing to build my confidence while at SMA and taking in all 
the memories I can and having as much fun and challenging myself as possible. Thank you 
session one for giving me the best first camp experience. Kiwi raft will forever live on! 

 

Laura Cloward 

Session one was really good. Seeing old faces again, seeing returners come back all grown 
up and some of them being so mature, helping at camp and making the experiences for 
other kids and new counselors amazing. The whole team grew together and I feel we did 
amazing with this session. It was an amazing way to start this summer and I’m so happy to 
have spent this time with every kid I was able to connect with. My favorite moment this 
became a core memory tied to a song is the afternoon with the wake masters. We went 



tubing and then had to leave because of the lighting and rain. I played ‘Umbrella’ by 
Rihanna ad before docking we were all singing together under the rain. 

 

Josie McCarthy 

It’s hard to believe my first session as an AOP is over! It has definitely been a huge learning 
experience for me but despite the challenges, I wouldn’t trade this experience for the 
world. I get to wake up each day in a beautiful place and do amazing activities. But what 
truly makes this job worth it is to see how the campers challenge themselves to try new 
things, make new friends and become more confident. I’m so grateful to be in a place 
where so many people have fun! 

 

Caroline Geba 

This session has been a great experience for me. Since this was my first session working at 
SMA after being a camper for five years, it took me some time to adjust but overall I felt very 
prepared. I loved being a Rothrock bunk captain and getting to know the younger girls. 
Leading art studio with Mollie was really fun and relaxing and I loved seeing the kids 
express their creativity and try out new crafts. Making bracelets with the girls, especially 
Cleo, was awesome and I loved seeing their progress. A highlight of this session was getting 



to work with people I was campers with and getting to know them better. Overall, I had a 
great session and I am so excited for the rest of the summer here! 

 

 

 

 

Sophia McCarthy 

In SMA session one I was gathering my bearings. Arriving towards the end of staff training 
felt a little different because it seemed like all the staff had already bonded. I quickly 
learned that it was not too difficult to integrate into the staff team. I loved getting to know 
all the kids. In particular, bonding with Claire and Zoey in Little J was really enjoyable 
because there were only two of them. Session one was a very good learning experience as 

it taught me how to best communicate with the different ages/cabin groups. Specifically I 
learned how to best communicate with the older Furnace and Mattawana campers as I 
was closest in age to them but also was trying to act as an authority figure. 

 



Sophia Watson 

This session has felt surreal to me. I have reconnected with so many people that I never 
expected to see again. It has also been amazing to be the bunk captain for Mattawana 
because I slept there for three years as a camper. It is also really cool because two years 
ago I was a bunk captain for a lot of the same girls in Rothrock and three years ago we were 
campers together. It is amazing getting to see them grow up and make so many wonderful 
memories the same way I did. It feels like such a full circle moment. It makes me think of 
when Emily was my bunk captain my first year and how comfortable and safe she made me 
feel at camp even though I was going through a hard time. I hope to have that kind of impact 
on someone else. That is what this job is about to me. 

 

Chase Cloward 

I’m so excited to be back at SMA, my summer home!  It’s so fun to see ola and new faces.  
The overnights were so much fun.  White water rafting was another epic adventure.  I can’t 
wait for more adventures in Session 2! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


