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A Message from Camp Director Jud Millar:

What an amazing way to kick
off the summer! From June
20 to July 3, our first session
of SMA 2025 was filled with
excitement, energy, and
endless smiles. As soon as
campers arrived, the camp
came alive with laughter,
enthusiasm, and a readiness
for adventure. Whether we
were on the lake, out on the
trails, or gathered around the
campfire, this group set the
tone for the entire summer
with their positivity and spirit.

Campers, we miss you already! You made the first session unforgettable by bringing
your humor, courage, and willingness to try new things to every activity. From cheering
each other on during challenges to creating inside jokes that had us laughing for days,
you reminded us what makes SMA so special. We hope the confidence, friendships,
and memories you built here will carry you through the year ahead until we meet again.

Parents, thank you for giving your teens the gift of camp and trusting us to share these

two weeks with them. The first session always sets the stage for the rest of the

summer, and your campers brought incredible energy, kindness, and curiosity that

shaped the community in wonderful ways. Watching them grow, support one another,

and embrace the SMA spirit was a privil ege

On the final day of the session, we asked each camper to take a moment to reflect on
their experience at SMA. Encl osed in this
along with highlights of the activities we shared, written by our incredible staff team.

These words and stories capture the magic of the summer and remind us why camp is
such a powerful experience for young people.

- Jud, Anne, Wyatt, Molly and Jack!



Camper Reflections

Orion

This was my 4th and last year as a camper at SMA. This year the camp was comprised mostly of returning
campers, which made it really special to have a camp where everyone was already comfortable with each ott
| 6m going to miss e\riendsyl enpwdthemrwahdlcetcreamnroller skdting, Jud

games, and so many more activities here will never leave my memory. Goodbye SMA. Love, Orion.

Robbie

This session was everything | had hoped for. | got really close to the Furnace boys and Mattawanna girls, as
well as a good amount of counselors. Playing music during brealgwamed Hour transformed into playing

two songs in the talent show. The show was a ton of fun, | think | was in six or seven acts in total. These are
friends | will keep for life. Thank you, SMA.




My experience at this camp for my second year has been amazing. | had a chance to see my friends in persc
once again and have many new experiences. | also was able to make new friends along the way. During the
two weeks | spent at SMA, not only didiét to make bonds with each person | met, but | also had a chance to
grow personally. An example of an activity that helped me was Candlelight since | was able to express mysel
freely with nobody judging me because everyone was supportive and lovimgllOwg experience at this

camp has been awesome and | hope to return for a third year in the future.

Jacob Ross

| had a great time this year at SMA. My favorite memories were learning how to wakeboard on the wake
overnight and trashbag sledding with the whole camp during a rainy Power Hour. | have really enjoyed gettin
to know everyone here, both new campers ddames | have had the pleasure of reuniting with every year. |

will carry SMA with me wherever | go and will never forget the incredible experience | had here.
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This camp has become my second home and my safe place. | am so glad | decided to come back and hope
come back again next year. This was the first place | jumped on a wakeboard, played softball, and wore a
unicorn costume to get ice cream. My favoritet ph camp this year was the new relationships | created and the
Yough trip. SMA is an amazing first and last camp to go to and | hope every next person that comes here en;j
it as much as meéor mor e.

What | felt like | liked about camp this year was the way everyone was friendly and empathetic to each other.
also liked the wakeboat a lot since it was really entertaining to try new things like water skiing and
kneeboarding. | enjoy coming to this gaand came another year mainly because everyone feels like family
and | feel pushed to try things | 6ve never done
meet new counselors and campers and get to know them. | also feel lkethights were really fun. | was

not a big fan of the sports activities but | was happy thagd them.

This was my fourth year at SMA and since my first year hdradtelt like home. | have learned so much about
myself and met my lifelong best friends. There is nothing I look forward to more than going to camp every
summer and | cano6t believe | wondét be backndhext




SMA has been my home away from home for five years now, and | can confidently say that each one has be:
unigue and wonderful experience. SMA is a place unlike any other | have ever known, where people are forc
to try new things and get to know eachaton a deep level. The bubble that we exist in at SMA harbors the
deepest and most vulnerable relationships | have ever known. Here, even in such a short amount of time, | g
know people better than | know many people in my town. Without SMA | waoaddbe the person | am today.

The experiences | have had here and the feeling of belonging that engulfs every person who sets foot in this
place have shaped my character. | am so grateful for SMA and feel so lucky that | have gotten to spend five
amazing smmers here.

Jacob Boomer

This was a very fun session. It was exciting and eventful but alscetzathgmoments. The talent show is
definitely something I will remember for a long time. | got closer to friends | knew and made new friends as

| travelled far from home to attend SMA, | really enjoyed my second year here and made many new friends.
look forward to coming back again, thank you SMA!



Lilah

This place is such an awesome experience. | am so happy | got to come here. SMA has played a large role i
my life. It has helped me become a better person. | think all of the outgoing activities and meeting so many ne
types of people really helps you edep skills necessary for life. From canoeing to the bird sanctuary, we have
had the time of our lives bonding with the campers and the counselors. Even though there were a few bumps
the road, | will always remember this year. | love SMA!!!

Abby

At camp, | had fun at the art studio, white water rafting, and when | was reading my books. | mainly did SUP
and sail, and art studio, but | also went canoeing and did thest@@®ike.
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Sonya

This year was my 5th year at SMA and | can't believe it is my last. SMA is truly my home away from home an
|l dondét know what | wil/l do next year without it
so lucky to have met my lifelong stefriends. There is truly something so special about this place. There is no
better feeling than pulling into camp on the first day of the session. This place will always hold a large space |
my heart and | have no doubt | will be back in a few yearausscthe thought of never coming back here again
makes me nauseous. Every day here is a blast and time flies. It feels like yesterday | was here for the first tin



all those years ago. This place also makes me the best version of myself. Every time | go home from here, |
the most confident, kind, and @tound best version of myself. | cannot put into words all this place has done
for me, and how sad | am to leavl hank you, Jud, for everything and for creating a chosen second home for
me.

Despite facing some drama throughout the seskuid,have a very good and fun time here. | really miss my
family, friends, dogs, and also my phoii@ank you SMA and | cant wait to return next year.

This is my last year as a camper at SMA. | found the best Furnawana and Hannah whom | have had so man
special moments with stargazing, taking care of the bunnies, sleeping in hanamadtkes/ing random
moments with the Furnace boys, Luca, Ulysse, and the counselors.

My highlights from this session were wakeboarding, swimming, and talking with friends. | liked holding the
bunnies, and al l the night activities were fun.
lot more fun.



Hi! It was a really fun sesssiodudand the staftvill be greatlymissed

Warm fuzzy: literally everything was great. | did art, rock climbing, the wake overnight, the adventure
overnight, SUP and sail, the 106t&p hike, and mountain biking.

This was my fifth year at camp. The best part about this camp is definitely the relationships you make here. Y
become so close with everyone, and its like family. The activities are also super fun, like wakeboarding,
mountain biking, and white water raft). This camp is such a special place, and | will miss it.

This year was very different from | ast year. I m
enjoyed being with them. I didnét do every actiyv



rafting and wakeboarding. This session was very chill and calm, unlike last year. | did very much enjoy this
session.

This year at camp | got to talk to a |l ot of new
year!!! | think that all of the interactions were very cool and everyone here is so nice :) The art studio days we
so cool and | got to learn wato make a bracelet finally :) The hikes were so beautiful and | loved going to
Shavers Creek! | made friends here as well who have similar interests to mine. The rock climbing was very
nice. | got to see many animals too, such as reptiles, amphibianssants!!! The music everyone plays is
really good and just getting to learn about others was amazing. My highlights of this camp year were: the hike
the animals, talking to people, the music, learning new things, rock climbing, bunk junk for baweivimg,
learning how to make bracelets, making new friendsjyes art studio, reading/finishing my books, drawing,
and writing.
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This is year five. | am in shock because | feel like | got here yesterday. | am going to miss this place more the
can even explain. | am so grateful to be a part of this place and what it has done for me. Jud is one of the be:
people on the planet, ah@m very grateful for him.



When comparing this year's session of SMA to last year, | would say that this year | felt more known and
important | had a very good session and | got to relate to the counselors more this year than the previous one
Overall, | 6d say that each year coming back to S
counselors, and you also gain so much intelibgeamd independence by doing things for yourself and

becoming a more developed and responsible person.

| had a lot of fun at SMA this session. My favorite stuff we did was Jud games (especially the evolution game
and the poses game). | also found both of the overnights extra nice as they gave a change of scenery. | also
found the hikes this session extrgograble.l had the best time trying new things like wakeboarding, white

water rafting, and especially mountain biking. Finally, all of the staff were really awesome and unique and

really made the camp fantastic.
'y

This session was one for the ages and maybe my last. | did a lot this SMA summer doing sports, swimming,
canoeing, and hiking. It sucks it's over, but | 6



SUP and sail was fun when we swam across the lake. It was also fun when we wentdmefiing. Canoeing
was fun when we used the rope swing.

This is my 3rd year at camp. | had fun wakeboard

At camp, | had fun at the whitewater rafting, and when | was reaching my goals. | mostly did acitivities
such as art studio, but | also went canoeing and did the 1,000-step hike.
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My first year was pretty good. All of the counselors are very nice and caring. Most of my cabin mates
are very nice.



The activities were very fun, especially Sup n Sailing and Adventure overnight was very fun too. The
cabins were comfy, and the bathrooms were good. The food was very nice, and | enjoyed the food.
Getting to adopt the bunnies was awesome.

This camp is different from the other summer camps | have been to. Itis smaller, and | like that. |
have had an amazing experience, and | am looking forward to coming back next year.

| had a blast at SMA this year. | met a lot of new people, made some friends, and had a great time.

My favorite activity was whitewater rafting. The water was raging, and the tide was high enough that
we didndét get stuck often. Canoeing and the Adve
nails painted!

S1 2023: 1st year, 1st session.



This is my first year at SMA, and coming it was a lot different. It was a lot more independent.

| did Wake Masters and improved on the wakeboard. The rafting was actually really fun, and |
definitely want to do it again. | also was able to mountain bike and maybe keep it up when | get back
to Boulder.

Stone Mountain Adventures has made me into the p
what | want, to brush things off, and to take everything day by day.

| have found my best best-best friends at this camp and have found strength in myself. | pride myself
on my independence that | have found here. For the past five years, | have not realized the impact
that Furnace & Mattawanna (the most valued settings of my life) have had on me.

The bunks feel like home, and the camp is a safe space to express myself. Words cannot describe

the love | have for this place. The Mattawanna girls are my sisters, forever. Our sisterhood is

beautiful, loving, and perfect in every single way. Theycalmmed own when | 6 m anxi ou
when | 6m upset, and all ow me to embrace myself

This year, being able to do Wake Masters with a ton of my friends was incredibly special and full of
fun. Although my year consisted of tears, it was bittersweet and perfect in ways that | could never
imagine.



This camp is my childhood leavingd it breaks my heart. However, it has also healed my heart. Camp
has saved me, and | am forever grateful. Furnace is my family, and it is all because of SMA. | know
that | will always have a home here.

| love you, Stone Mountain Adventures. Forever.

Camp is like my home. | like to compare it to Disney World. Camp has changed who | am as a person

in so many ways over these past two years. At first, SMA was totally out of my comfort zone between

bunk junk and the activities that required me to do things | was scared of. At camp, things are

magical. Here there is no WiFi, social media, SAT prep, summer work, long night shifts, sports
practices, or just family and friendsd pressures
opportunity to just be yourself.

| have never laughed so much in my life, and | have brought qualities from camp back with me. | have
brought my confidence, | learned to use my humor, and not caring about what others think about me.

The activities are always a blastd whether you are in art studio painting, at SUP, swimming across
Raystown Lake and floating around, canoeing with friends, or just canoe floating down the river with



no paddling. The after-dinner activities are always a blast too. Some of my favorites were the talent
show (although therebf6és Il ots of c¢crying), bowling
Dance night, where we all gather together and sing, has always been a highlight. Power Hour is

always great because after a long day you get to shower and just choose what you would like to dod
whet her 1 tds making friendship bracelets, pl ayin
bunnies.

The Yough was amazingd both the actual whitewater rafting and the car rides! The car rides are
always so fun because we are all screaming at the top of our lungs to songs like Mr. Brightside, We
Are Young, Payphone, etc. Those car rides just make you feel happy and at peace in a sort of way.

Secret Friend has always been a highlight for me. | love gifting stuff to people and seeing their
reactions when they receive the gift and try to figure out who you were the entire time. Candlelight is
always so special and definitely makes me cry.

When it was unbearably hot, we went swimming, and when it was pouring rain we played fun games.
| didndét have the chance to go on an overnight t
The small amount of people made it even more special.

Myfirst night |1 didndét do an overnight; we went f
around the campfire. On the hike back to camp, it was pitch black, but it was beautiful because we
could see the fireflies and the stars. The second nightl di dnét do an overnight

the bunk and watched a movie.



