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A Message from Camp Director Jud Millar: 
 

What an incredible Session 2 we 
shared together! From July 5 to August 
2, the energy at SMA was electric—full 
of laughter, adventure, and friendships 
forming at every turn. It’s amazing how 
quickly a group of teens can come 
together, support one another, and 
create memories that will last a 
lifetime. Whether we were paddling 
across the lake, pedaling along 
mountain bike trails, or singing around the campfire, Session 2 campers brought 
their best selves every single day. 

Campers, we already miss your smiles, your energy, and the unique personalities 
you each brought to SMA. The way you cheered each other on, tried new things, and 
made every activity fun reminded us why summer camp is so special. We hope you 
carry that same spirit of adventure and confidence into the school year—remember, 
the courage you discovered at camp is something you can use every day at home. 

Parents, thank you for sharing your teens with us this summer. It was incredible to 
watch them grow—whether they were stepping into leadership roles, making new 
friends, or pushing themselves on a new challenge. The qualities each camper 
brought helped shape the positive, supportive environment of Session 2, and we are 
deeply grateful for your trust in us. 

On the final day of the session, we asked each camper to take a moment to reflect 
on their experience at SMA. Enclosed in this Memory Book you’ll find those 
reflections, along with highlights of the activities we shared, written by our 
incredible staff team. These words and stories capture the magic of the summer 
and remind us why camp is such a powerful experience for young people. 

- Jud, Anne, Wyatt, Molly and Jack! 

 

 



Camper Reflections 
 

Zoey K. 

This session was one of my favorite years ever. I loved how I made a close relationship with 
all of the girls here. It was really nice having everyone together having fun and enjoying each 
other's company. My favorite part about camp was that I was always surrounded by people 
because it made me so happy. I also enjoyed my group for white water rafting. It was so 
much fun. Talent show was really nice and every act was amazing and fun to watch. I love 

SMA and hope I can come back next year :) :) :) I     SMA 

Matthew 

I made new friends, has furnace late nights and wakeboarding was a lot of fun. 

 

Henry Parrish 

 

This was my 5th year at camp. The best part about this camp is definitely the relationships you 

make here. You become so close with everyone, and its like family. The activities are also super 



fun, like wakeboarding, mountain biking, and white water rafting. I am glad I stayed for two 

sessions. This camp is such a special place, and I will miss it.  

Lilly SMA2 Reflection  

This was my 3rd year at SMA and I’m so glad I came back again this summer. 

Something about being here just makes me feel like the best version of myself. I had 

such a good time in the art studio, canoeing, and even white water rafting. SMA just 

keeps being such an awesome camp. 

 

Lucia Gurmendi 

 

This session at SMA has been amazing. I had a lot of fun with my friends. We have 

done so many fun activities, like doing art studio, waterskiing. The overnights are so fun, 

because you get to camp with your friends and have fun outside camp. 

 

This camp year I got to spend a lot of time with old and new friends I made at camp, 

and I hope I come back one day as a counselor or AOP so I can help new campers 

have such a good time as me. I was able to reconnect with old friends from last summer 

this session and really enjoyed myself. 

 



 

Julia Z. 

 

 I had one of the best sessions that I’ve ever had at SMA. I reconnected with lots of 
old friends as well as made new ones. I loved wakeboarding almost every day on Wake 
Masters. I improved way more than I thought I would and I’m very proud of myself. I really 
enjoyed both of the wake overnights and I made memories that will stay with me forever. I 
loved being able to share my thoughts and feelings at candlelight meetings. White water 
rafting was by far my favorite day at camp. I also enjoyed art studio and the different sports 
that I did this session. I wish I had pushed myself to participate in more of the activities, but 
I still have next session. This session taught me so much about myself and gave me lots of 
new opportunities and memories. I am so grateful for the second session of 2025 and the 
chance to stay for another session. 

 

Olivia 

 Second session this year had some downs but many, many more ups. Being in Mattawana 
with Julia Z, Lily, Zoey, and Lucia was some of the most fun I’ve ever had. I made many good 
friends along the way these past two weeks whilst also catching up with old friends. I’m 



very happy to see all the younger girls in my friend group grow into themselves each and 
every day we’re here. It’s going to be sad to see many leave and not know when I’ll see them 
again. I’ve had fun on every single activity I’ve gone on. Despite all my complaining every 
day, looking back, I wouldn’t change a single second of these past two weeks. Love, Tucci 

 

Natalie D. 

 

 What I loved most about this session was all the new people I met and the activities 
we did to grow closer. I love how much freedom this camp gives us and the amazing, 
unique activities offered. All the counselors were supportive and were not too strict. The 
other campers were so funny and friendly and very easy to talk to. Some of my favorite 
activities included the canoe overnight, volleyball, rock climbing, bowling, sup n’ sail, and 
French Revolution. I also loved stopping at Sheetz and being able to see friends from last 
year and make so many more. Each year, I’m afraid of the new session. I don’t want old 
friends to go away because I thought the year before was perfect. I didn’t want to lose that. 
But each year that I am at this camp, I gain confidence in myself, develop further my 
personality, and make more friends each year. I love how this camp is outside of my home 
state so that I can make connections to people from all around the country and the world. 
When I go home, I am really going to miss the tight companionships and the community of 



this camp. I always really look forward to camp, even if I just finished a session. I can’t wait 
to come back next year! 

Paige 

Overall, this session was the best! I had so much fun, especially on the canoeing overnight. 
For me, I love how the whole time we just laughed about so many things. I love Mich’s 
Momo stories, and our inside jokes (Sin-Jon). I made so many new friends this session, and 
that made it so much more enjoyable. I had so much fun doing art studio, SUP and sail, and 
even just being at the farm. I don’t think I have ever laughed this much in the span of two 
weeks. One of my favorite things about SMA is all of the traditions. From the talent show, to 
candlelight, to secret friends, these activities are one of the main reasons I look forward to 
coming to camp every year. I especially enjoyed being a third year this session, because 
doing dance prep and paper plates was really fun! I also loved playing French Revolution 
and meeting new people. Something that really made this session the best one yet is all the 
people here. SMA has the nicest, funniest, and best people I have ever met. Most people I 
knew from past years, but this year I really became close with them. Feeling like I belong 
means the world to me, and SMA is the greatest place to feel really at home. Overall, the 
past two weeks have been the best two weeks of my life, and I wouldn’t have spent it any 
other way! 

 



Natalie K. 

 

I met new people that were so funny even when I felt I was at my lowest. The canoeing 
overnight was my favorite because I loved talking to all of my friends in the tent we were 
sleeping in. White water rafting was really fun, but I had some mishaps and fell off the raft, 
but I had a great time. I love the part of camp when we went to Sheetz, Walmart, and 
Goodwill and just being in public places with people I love. All the activities were really fun 
and I enjoyed every one I attended :) I love you SMA!! 

 

Mich  

 

Wow, this session went by very fast. I made so many new friends and so many new 
relationships. I went on so many new activities and had a great time doing it. Being here 
makes me more independent and confident. Everyone here has been so nice to me. I’m 
very excited to see all my family and friends but very very sad to leave all my friends here. 
Yes, maybe I will see my old friends again, and I really hope I do. Being with them makes me 
so happy and proud of myself. I realized a lot about myself and about others while I was 
here. Being here makes me realize how open-minded I can be my problems in the way. I 



know I will remember everyone here and that I will see them next year. Overall, SMA is such 
a great camp and opportunity to make new relationships and friends. I will always 
remember the people and the adventures I have had here. Bye SMA for now. 

 

Avi 

 

I had a lot of fun at camp. I loved picking out my activities at evening meeting. The evening 
meeting was always a lot of fun. Disco bowling was one of my favorite activities. Also the 
talent show was a lot of fun. I made a lot of new friends. Freezewoood was my favorite 
swimming spot. The whitewater rafting was one of my favorite days. I had so much fun with 
my raft and I can’t believe we didn’t win, but 2nd is okay. I loved when we went to laundry 
and Walmart. I got so much food and it was so nice to have fresh clothes. The wake 
overnight taught me so much about camping and wakeboarding. I am so happy I learned 
how to wakeboard. I can’t wait to come back next year and become even better. Spike Ball 
was a lot of fun. I am really sad that the session has come to an end, but next year is going 
to be even better because four weeks is better than two. In all, I love SMA and I will be back 
next year.  

 



Stella 

 

I had an awesome session two here at SMA. All the counselors were so supportive and 
kind, and all my friends and cabin mates were so supportive of me and were all kind to 
each other. I loved doing SUP n’ sail as an activity, radio SMA podcasting, white water 
rafting, which I was awesome at, and bowling. As a third year at SMA, being able to act as a 
leader in Little J as the oldest in the cabin was truly a great experience for me and doing a 
party for the younger kids and awarding them paper plates was fun. This session, Jules, 
Zoe, Kim, Elena, Marina, Alex, Diego, and André were incredibly supportive of me and Jud 
and Jeff are so kind to me. I smiled every day and had great enthusiasm thanks to them. I 
will definitely and hopefully come back next year as a super camper fourth-year camper!!! 
Thank you for having me at SMA Jud. Watson, thank you for helping me. Jeff, thanks for 
welcoming me and being kind and supportive. I appreciate everybody’s support. Thanks 
guys! -Stella S. 

 

 

 

 



Dylan 

 

My first session here at SMA has been a blast and the highlight of my summer, which 
means I will definitely be coming back next year. I’ve made so many new friendships and 
bonds, and no minute here hasn’t been fun. I’ve definitely grown through my time at SMA, 
picking up fun, new skills like wakeboarding and spikeball. Going out for ice cream, disco 
bowling, Sheetz, and McDonalds has all contributed to a great two weeks. The wake 
overnight ended up being one of my favorite days of the session. The white water rafting trip 
gave me some of the most fun and great memories, singing in the back of the van to cap off 
a great night. From soccer to hiking, every activity has truly been really fun. My only 
complaint is how fast it went, which means I will definitely come back for four weeks in 
SMA 2026! 

 

 

 

 

 



Caroline 

 

Being able to see old friends again was good, but the best part was meeting new people. 
Everyone at camp is unique in their own way. Being able to play/watch card games was 
always a wild ride. They always got intense; the fun yet competitive yelling could be heard 
from anywhere. Tennis was one of my favorite activities. Being able to make so many 
memories at SMA was bittersweet. Even though it came to an end, all of the memories will 
stick to me for a long time.  

 

Holden 

 

This session of SMA was super great. I will definitely be coming back next year. I’ve had so 
many amazing memories in just two weeks. I’ve met so many new people, created new 
friendships, and have had a great time doing it. I learned how to wakeboard here, and have 
fallen in love with it. I hope I can wakeboard much more in the future. I had an amazing time 
playing drums in the Sunburnt Thighs and becoming a part of the talent show. Both wake 
overnights were amazing experiences in different ways. I tried mountain biking for the first 
time. It was super hot. I made some of the best pizza of all time. I played tons of Spikeball 



with Henry and Marina. Overall, I had one of the best experiences of my life at SMA, and I 
can’t wait for next year.  

 

Tyler 

 

Over the last two weeks, I have had a ton of fun rock climbing, mountain biking, and 
attending all the other amazing activities. There were also many different evening activities 
that were fun to play, such as French Revolution, the Invention Convention, Pole Barn, and 
all of the other games we played. There were also many awesome overnights that I went on 
being the adventure overnight and the canoeing overnight. The activities outside of camp 
were also important like whitewater rafting and disco bowling. I made many awesome 
friends along the way being Eric, Sufjan, Zeke, and Bradly. SMA was also a nice break from 
reality where anyone could just sit back and relax. I can’t wait to come back next year so I 
can have another great two weeks of summer. 

 

 

 



Eric 

 

My time at SMA was very fun from All Camp Day to ice cream night. Some particularly fun 
activities include, but are not limited to are white water rafting, All Camp Day, Power Hour, 
and disco bowling. Seeing all the participants in the talent show sing, dance, and chug 
apple juice was very fun. One activity that stood out was wake masters because I was able 
to wakeboard, kneeboard, and tube. Even though it started raining while tubing, it was still 
very fun. In conclusion, this was an amazing session.  

 

Charlie 

 

My first session at SMA made me want to come back. This place made me feel respected, 
loved, and overall, I feel that I came out to be a better person. I came out learning how to 
wakeboard, rock climb, jump on a mountain bike, and ended up in a band. The wake 
overnight turned out to be one of my favorite days. I’ve made so many new friends and 
created bonds so quickly because everyone is so chill and nice. Just hanging out with 
people during free time was so fun. Listening to music in the vans was awesome. Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand was also awesome. We raised a ton of money for cancer research All of 



the counselors were so chill and I could talk to them about anything I needed. Overall 
though, my favorite thing was the talent show and playing music with the Sunburnt Thighs. 
Jamming out whenever we could was so fun and created great bonds. I will definitely be 
coming back to SMA in 2026. -Charlie Morrison SMA 2025 

 

Ian 

This session had me torn. I wish it could last longer, but all good things do come to an end. I 
had a strong feeling of homesickness. I’m not sure why, but maybe FOMO or just changes. 
I’m going to miss the people and especially the 16/17 year olds. I’m going to miss this 
place; it really is an escape for a bit. A place where I can really be a kid. 

I’m going to miss the late-night laughs, jam out sessions, and loose love relations. This was 
so interesting. I had a lot of ups and downs of emotion. I have had a confidence boost and 
gained maturity that allowed me to have fun and be serious when needed.  

From people and place, I will be missing this feeling. Thank you SMA 

Sincerely, Ian      

 

  



Alana 

 

 This session was a lot of fun. Everyone was really nice so I made a lot of new friends. 
I’ve never been to Sheetz or Walmart before, so it was fun getting to go there with friends. I 
really liked white water rafting and winning first place. Our raft was really loud and fun, so 
overall it was a good time. I also did some rock climbing. I’m not good at it, but I still really 
liked it and completed a few climbs. A few days ago, I taught some people how to play Spit, 
the card game, but now the people I taught are all better than me. Anyway, since I came 
here I’ve made a lot of friends and I’ve gotten a lot louder. I’m really happy I came here and 
can’t wait to see everyone again next year.  

 

Matt 

 

SMA has been one of the most interesting times of my life. These two weeks have changed 
me in so many ways. Before camp, I was scared and not confident, but as camp went on I 
gained so much confidence and felt like I could be myself without feeling judged. The white 
water rafting truly was amazing and I can’t believe I was thinking about not going. It wasn’t 
even the rafting that was my favorite part, it was feeling the connection and bond with the 



other counselors and campers. The talent show was also a blast. I learned how to play a 
few songs on the base and it was so fun to be a part of the Sunburnt Thighs. I also learned 
how to wakeboard, rockclimb, and put on a bra. I’m so happy I chose SMA and it taught me 
how to be myself.  

Thank you SMA -Matt Diksa 

 

 

 

 

Sufjan 

 

These last two weeks have been a lot of fun, and I look forward to coming back next year. 
This session was very relaxed, and I’m happy that it was small and I was able to talk with 
just about everyone at least once. All the activities were very fun, even though I was unable 
to do a lot of them. I did rock climbing about seven times, and it was great each and every 
time. There were so many great people here, and I had so many laughs with everyone. The 
overnights I went on got me a lot closer with people, and on the canoeing overnight, I even 



got a new name: Sin John. I was able to do lots of henna, which was amazing because I got 
an idea of what my tattoo ideas would look like. 

Loved this experience and can't wait to have it again- 

 

Bradley  

 

This session was a blast. I met new kind of people in my cabin that I am glad exist in this 
world. I plan on staying in contact with them. They each taught me some of how to act and 
how to live. I am in charge of learning tradition in the cabin. I must make sure that all our 
traditions live on and that I keep their influence a lasting message. I did a skit that is to 
become a staff tradition. I even wrote a horror story that actually scared people. So, I hope 
to have a blast next session too. 

 

 

 

 



Spenser 

 

Session two of 2025 was a long, yet short session for me. Even though it was only 30 
people, there were still lots of faces. I made lots of new friends while still seeing lots of 
familiar faces. I got to know the new staff team really well and can’t wait to spend another 
session with them. Although being socially tired, I was never tired of being around my 
friends. Doing amazing activities helped me connect further. 

 

 

 

Bridget 

 

This session was so much fun. I really enjoyed going shopping at Walmart and Sheetz. I 
made so many new friends and made so many connections with people. I enjoyed being a 
wakemaster and going on the boat a lot. I also really liked bowling. I didn't think that I would 



like white water rafting, but I did end up liking it. Art studio was also a lot of fun. I really 
enjoyed watching the talent show last night.  

 

Zeke 

 

This session was probably the best one I’ve had yet. I really liked spending time on the boat 
as part of Wake Masters and the wake overnights were really fun. I got to do a lot of rock 
climbing, which was one of my goals coming in. This was my first year in Furnace, and 
between the people and the traditions, it was a really cool experience. This session I also 
played a lot of foosball and card games such as Spit and Ers. All in all, this session was 
really great and I can't wait to come back next summer.  

 

Mike 

 

This session, I had a little bit of a late start. Although I arrived late, I quickly felt back at 
home with Jud greeting me, and meeting new people as well as old friends. There were so 
many things I enjoyed this session from the Yough to chilling in my hammock. This session 



was great and I am so sad to see it come to an end. Hopefully next session is just as fun. 
This session meant a lot to me, and meeting so many people, I am sad to say goodbye. 
Hopefully I can see them again someday. 

 

My Positive Camp Reflection – Mia K 

SMA is really a place I found love about life. I think about this crazy cool session this 
season and all the kids here at SMA 2. Every connection will carry me through. Some 
people here are stronger than anyone I’ve ever met. Maybe the strongest connection in 
my life is with people from camp. They really care. 

Back at session one, it might’ve seemed tough and hard to connect at first, but each 
session got better and better, and the camp community is something special. 

My favorite part of camp is really how SMA brings people together, while also giving 
each person their very own adventure. Even after camp ends, it always lingers to those 
of us back at home. 

Mia K 

 
 
 



Staff Reflections 
 

Sophia M. 

I felt my job feeling a lot more routine this session and everything made sense. I feel like I 
was able to make deeper connections with the campers and my coworkers this session. In 
particular with the Mattawanna girls. I think I achieved my goals of living in the moment and 
feeling like a valuable member of the staff team.  

 

Thea 

 

This session I felt much more confident. I found a good balance of school, personal, and 
work life. I connected more with the kids. I laughed hard at things they said. I loved the 
Yough. My favorite day of the session I captained the raft through Dimple Rock which was 
an experience I will remember for the rest of my life. What I love about this job is how I can 
learn everything and develop personally as well as professionally. I remember thinking what 
the hell, I’ll go adventure in Pennsylvania for the summer and 99% of the days I wake up 
and I realize I’m living one of the best adventures of my life and I love it. 



Wyatt 

Working as a first-time counselor at Stone Mountain Adventures has been wonderful. This 
group of campers, counselors, and staff, cultivated an inclusive community that supported 
each other throughout the session. I thoroughly enjoyed being a bunk captain for the 
Tussey cabin, and I had a great time getting to know Avi, Dylan, Tyler, Holden, and Eric. 

Over the past two weeks, some of my favorite activities were disc golf, ultimate frisbee, the 
1000 Steps Hike, and the wakeboarding camping overnight. It was wonderful getting the 
opportunity to spend time with so many campers during those activities. I especially like 
the whitewater rafting with Jules, Natalie, Mia, Mich, and Tyler. 

Overall, this experience has been very transformative for me. I have learned lessons that I 
couldn't have learned anywhere else. This camp truly brings out the kind, creative, and 
compassionate qualities in everyone, and I am so grateful for that. 

I hope to be a counselor again next year! 

 

Diego 

 



Wow, here we are again. Second session is gone and it is unbelievable how the time flies 
when you are having fun. This session, I had a lot of fun doing wakeboarding with the Wake 
Masters. I really enjoyed watching new people getting up for the first time on a wakeboard 
or kneeboard. Rafting day definitely was one of my best days and I won the race second 
time in a row thanks to my beautiful team (Kim, Caroline, Elena, Alanna, and Bridget). I love 
you girls. We made a great team a dream team. Thanks to everyone I had so much fun, and 
I will miss you all. –Diego– 

 

Mason 

Great weather, great friends, great music, and great times.  

I really enjoyed the afternoon I spent with Tyler and Henry mountain biking Allegrippis Stony 
Trail to the skills park, where we practiced this massive jump together. It was a very fun 
day.  

Session two was great and I’m looking forward to the rest of the summer. -Mason 

 

Sophia W. 

 



The highlight of this session for me was the Yough. Even though I have been rafting on the 
Yough many times, this was my favorite one. The water was much higher than usual which 
made it feel like a roller coaster going over the rapids. We also got to jump off the big rock. 
The whole day was a big rush of adrenaline. I also had a great time at the talent show last 
night doing the apple juice skit with Bradley and writing the staff skit for All Camp Day 
about Stone Mountain Misadventures. Being a camp counselor helps me to be more 
comfortable just being silly, enjoying the moment, and not taking life too seriously.  

 

 

André’s Reflection (Translated) 

So far, SMA has taught me that falling in love again after 15 days of constant living 

together does not make goodbyes easy. 

This session I was in SMA 2 with Crowsnest, and they were kids from whom I learned 

about responsibility and discovered the strengths of their personalities. 

A great day on the lake with Zack and Eric, good talks with Sufjon, and without a doubt, 
if it weren’t for Stella I wouldn’t have fulfilled the goal I had of teaching the kids “Breath 

Beats works!” 



In this session I was able to appreciate the beauty of life on several occasions. 

There are many names I could mention here. However, thank you Stella for having me 
here. Thanks to the staff team, and thanks to myself for allowing me to live and feel all 

of this. 

 

– André 

 

 

Trey 

This was a session of changes for me. I cannot describe how disappointing it was to learn I 
had hurt my knee and wouldn’t be able to participate in activities. It has been difficult not 
to feel like I’m letting people down and not performing to my potential. Despite wrestling 
with this both physically and mentally, I had a great session and am confident that I have 
had an impact here in alternative ways. I have focused on other things and given my best 
effort. I am extremely grateful for the staff team’s support for me here and embrace of me 



as part of the team. SMA has done it once again, and there’s nothing else to say. This place 
is magic. 

 

 

Elena Esteban 

There’s a day when suddenly you wake up, and as you open your eyes, you expect to see 
the bunk beds and your cabinmates, to hear the counselors singing “Wake up the birds,” 
and you savor those last few moments inside your sleeping bag until they arrive and send 
you off to breakfast. 

There’s a day when walking in flip-flops on the gravel path and losing count of the bug bites 
on your arms becomes normal. 

That day is the turning point — you go from “What am I doing here?” in the middle of the 
woods to “I could live like this forever.” That you don’t need much to feel at peace — just a 
guitar and a river or a lake for the hottest days. 

Jud says your old friends become dust; that’s the power of this place. It makes you trade 
mirrors for windows. And I forget who I wanted to become or why I liked wearing makeup. I 
forget, and I just poke my head out in the window and it’s Power Hour, and the sky starts to 



turn pink, the birds are singing, and people are playing spikeball on the grass. Some girls 
are whispering gossip while making bracelets, others are playing cards, and two counselors 
are playing foosball like it’s life or death. But everything is good. There is a boy who looks 
tired, but I see someone sit down next to him, close, just to be there. And it’s in those little 
moments that I see how in this place, we take care of each other and love each other well. 

It’s as if the problems here weighed less… or maybe it’s that I’m stronger now? Or perhaps 
it’s that we all carry the problems together? One thing I do know for sure is that some things 
are universal—like hugs, joking around with others, knowing glances. And if there’s 
something better than being happy, it’s being happy together. These are universal things 
that don’t need a language, and you only experience them when you open your heart. 

 
 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen 

Julia Henschel  

 

Session 2 has already come to an end - and I honestly can’t believe how quickly time is 
flying by. With every passing week, I feel more at home here. Things are getting easier 



because I now know what to expect. I’m familiar with the routines, the flow of the days – 
and that gives me a sense of comfort and confidence. It all feels more natural now, like I 
truly belong. 

This session, it was so much easier for me to connect with the campers. Conversations 
happened more naturally – not just small talk, but real, honest, and deeply emotional 
conversations that truly touched me. I was able to connect on such a meaningful level with 
both campers and fellow counselors. SMA has become more than just a camp – it’s a little 
summer home for me. 

What made Session 2 so special? I was more open, more confident, and more grounded in 
myself. I allowed myself to be seen – and was met with acceptance, warmth, and support. 

A special thank you to Zoe - you made this session extra meaningful. You always have a 
listening ear, and with you, I can truly be myself. Thank you for your honesty, your support, 
and your constant presence. I value you so much – not just as a teammate, but as a true 
friend. 

And a heartfelt thank you to all the campers and counselors who filled this session with 
laughter, connection, depth, and unforgettable moments. You made it truly special. 

Now I’m looking ahead to the next two sessions – with an open heart, ready for whatever 
comes next. 

 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen 

Julia Henschel  

 

KIM Reflection Session 2 2025 

This session was amazing. Every session is different and so was this one different to 
session 1. It’s always nice to see campers from my previous years again and to meet so 
many new kids, and I think I bonded a lot with many kids.  

I did many different activities this session, such as playing disc golf for the first time in my 
life, even though it’s my 3rd year. My favorite activity this session was playing tennis 
because I haven’t done that a lot, and white water rafting. Rafting is always a blast. Our raft 
was called the Japanese Vikings and it was awesome. We had lots of fun and even won the 
race even though nobody expected that from us. The views on the river are always so 
beautiful and wallpaper worthy. I love it. I’m so happy to have the opportunity to make so 



many new experiences and memories here with many beautiful people. The staff team is 
just awesome as well, I love every single one of them. Even though half the summer is over 
now, I’m very excited to be here and to have 4 more weeks of camp here. I just enjoy it so 
much and it gives me the feeling that I am at the right place at the right time. Thank you 
SMA!  

~ Kim Schnalke 

 

MAX Reflection SMA 2: 

My experience at SMA session 2 was wonderful and unique. I met so many nice people and 
created new friendships. The talent show was the most fun part of this session. We did an 
counselor dance and it was so funny to show off what we’ve practiced. It was such a good 
feeling to be back on the trails and try new jumps at the skills part with the mountain biking 
group. This session has been a short but amazing experience for me.  

 

Zoe – SMA2 Reflection: 

I already felt more confident leading into session 2 as I now have a good idea of what to 
expect! The first couple of days of this session I felt as though I was yet to connect to the 
campers. Although this quickly changed, I felt as though I connected with a lot of the 
campers and was able to easily have a deep and meaningful conversation with so many of 
them. I think it took me a bit longer to connect with the girls this session compared to last 
but I just had to break down a few walls and then it was game on! I had some troubles back 
at home during this session which I had to focus on thus pulling me away from the wake 
overnight which was disappointing. Although I felt immense support from the staff team, 
Jud and especially Jules I was able to open up to and she supported me as always, she 
really is an amazing friend. I am really proud of myself this session for learning how to back 
up the sup and sail trailer! Although there were some minor injuries in the learning 
process…, I am so happy I now know how to back in a trailer ( my dad would be proud… )! 
I’m grateful for the new friendships and bonds I have created with the campers and 
continuing connections with all the counsellors. I am sad that session 2 felt so quick but I 
am so ready for the rest of the summer. Bring on session 3 SMA!!!!! 

 

 

 



Alex Ramirez 

Hi! I’m Alex and I’m from Puebla Mexico (clap clap). This is my third year as a counselor and 
I’m really grateful for everything I lived and everyone I met this session. 

We had some complications along the way with the wake overnight but I ended up loving it. 
Definitely one of my favorite stories about camp since I got to see the resilience and 
camaraderie among campers.  

I’m also very grateful to see so many familiar faces and to get to know so many new people.  

 

 

 
 

 

 



 


